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T he Real Leadershq) Test

- I-IE TI-IREE—WAY face to teplaoe Rep.

R Tom DeLay (R-Tex.} as majority leader,.

& which comes before House Repubhca.ns__

- fof a voté today, has featured a lot of talk about

lobbying and. earmark reform. That’s great; we

.- support both. But there hasn’t been enough fo- -
. cusonanother kind of reform that the new lead-
“er, whoever he is, needs to promote: making the

- . .opérations of the House less autocratic, more

deliberative for all members and fairer to the mi-
- nority — in short, more demociatic.

‘Thete is an mewtable tendency for whoever

controls the House fo use majority muscle-to .
hustle legislation to the floor and get'it through. -
with as little debate as possible. For years before -
~ the 1994 GOP takeover of the House, Repub-

licans complained mightily of this mistreatment

- at the hands of Democtats. In' the past decade
 they have proved unable to resist such tactics -
* themiselves; indeed, they've expanded on them. -

‘ Leglslatmn that emerges from committees is

offen changed in the House Rules Committee,

which then issues a closed rule that doesn’t per-
mit amhendments on the House floor. Mammoth

_ spending bills and other complicated measures
are unveiled just hours — if that long — beforea .
scheduled vote, meaning that no one can know

what he or she is voting on.

- Votes are held open long after the scheduled g
- time is up so that majority whxps can twist arms
: '(and dangle -~ or w1thhold =~ earmarks and

5 othet beneﬁts), a§ with’ the Medmate prescnp-
“tion drug bill. Provisions are added in confer-

ence committee wnhout being in either the

' House or Senate versions. Worse: At the end of

the past session of Congr ess, substantive new

- language on llabi}.lty for vaccine manufacturers
“‘magically appeated in the deferise spending bill

after conferees had a appr oved what they thought

- wastthe final package.

This kind of behavior demeans the legislative

- process. A'quartet of Democratic members of

“"Congress — Reps. Pavid R.. Obey (Wis ), Bar-
‘ney Frank: (Mass:), David.E.: Price (N.C.) and
“Tom Alleri’ (Mairie)-— have proposed a thought-

ful set of procedural reforms that would curtail

‘the ‘abuses, It's telling both that the Democtats
* didn’t fry t6"solicit Republican backing before

unveﬂmgtheu proposal and thathatd.lyanyhas
beert forthcoming,

"There Has been’ some ta]k, but not enough,
among the candidates for leader about making

changes in this process; ‘not surprisingly, little of

" it focuses-on the mistreatment of the minority
- about which Républicans wailed so loudly when

" -it was happening to-them “Fot the good of the
‘House, and of the country, whoever is elected to-

- day must work — and Speaker J. Dennis Has-

tert (TIL.) must join in — to ensure that the mem-
bers who elect them a:en’t treated as rubber

. stamps, and that those in the othet party aren’t
~dismissed as itrelevant i mconvemences .



